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FOREWORD 



This report was prepared in the Governments Division of the U.S. Bureau of the Census by Gretchen Dickson. It 
addresses issues of interest and concern to the National Center for Education Statistics and education policy makers and 
researchers. An evaluation covering several surveys collecting 1993-94 school library data was conducted. The report 
contains the results of the analysis of definitions and comparisons of data. 

The objective was to determine the accuracy of the data. The items evaluated were: the numbers of schools with library 
media centers, the levels at which these library media centers are staffed, and the role librarians play in school decision 
making. This report also contains notes on areas for potential improvement in data collection and processing. 



ABBREVIATIONS IN THIS REPORT 



The following abbreviations are used throughout this report: 

CCD — Common Core of Data — the annual census of basic information about the nation’s public 
elementary and secondary schools. The CCD consists of three nonfiscal surveys, the Public 
Elementary/Secondary School Universe, the Public Elementary/Secondary Education Agency 
Universe, and the State Nonfiscal Survey, and one fiscal survey, the National Public Education 
Financial Survey. The nonfiscal surveys provide counts of staff and students attending public 
schools. The fiscal survey is described below. 

LEA — Local Education Agency — the government agency administratively responsible for providing 
public elementary and secondary instruction or educational support services. 

LMC — Library Media Center Survey — the sample surveys of public, private and Bureau of Indian 
Affairs schools for library media centers. This survey and the Library Media Specialist/Librarian 
Survey are the main programs evaluated in this report. 

LMS — Library Media Specialist/Librarian Survey — the sample surveys of public, private and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs schools for library media specialists. This survey and the Library Media 
Center Survey are the main programs evaluated in this report. 

NCES — National Center for Education Statistics — the federal agency responsible for collecting 
education statistics, including library statistics, on a national scale. 

NPEFS — National Public Education Financial Survey — this survey collects school finance data 
for the 50 state education agencies, the District of Columbia and the outlying areas under U. S. 
jurisdiction. The survey is part of the CCD. 

SASS — Schools and Staffing Survey — the sample surveys of public (school and local education 
agency levels private and Bureau of Indian Affairs schools for staffing, programs and policies. 

TDS — Teacher Demand and Shortage Questionnaire for Public School Districts — the sample 
Schools and Staffing Survey at the local education agency level for staffing, programs and policies. 



iv 
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